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https://credit.niso.org
Contributor roles introduced in Allen et al. (2014) and updated in Brand et al. (2015) and Allen et al. (2019)

https://credit.niso.org/
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For researchers

When doing research, and especially as part of a team, best practice is always to ensure that 

there is clarity of roles at the beginning and throughout a research project. This will help 

to speed things up and avoid confusion and potential disputes at the time of reporting and writing 

work up, and when individuals may need to describe their contributions according to the CRediT 

taxonomy.

Many publishers now request contribution information using CRediT. 

When you are getting ready to submit an article to a journal or publisher that uses CRediT, make 

sure that you have discussed and agreed with your co-authors and contributors the 

roles that individuals have played.

https://credit.niso.org
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Remember:

Agree and assign roles in advance – when submitting work for publication to a journal that 

requires CRediT, the submitting and/or corresponding author/s will typically be required to assign 

CRediT roles across the author and contributor list. Where a publisher or journal does not require 

CRediT, you can choose to provide contributor information using CRediT in an ‘Author note’, 

‘Contribution statement’ or ‘Acknowledgement’ section;

Individuals can have several roles – it is common that researchers will have made several 

contributions to a research output (e.g. article) and can therefore be assigned to more than one 

CRediT role;

The same role can be assigned to multiple individuals – a specific CRediT role can also be 

assigned to multiple individuals;

Some roles won’t apply – each research output is different; if specific CRediT roles are not 

relevant to a particular output, they do not need to be included.
https://credit.niso.org
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Examples



Copernicus FICE 2025 Training Event

CRediT taxonomy uptaken by PLoS, Elsevier, MDPI, etc. from 2016 onwards:
https://theplosblog.plos.org/2016/07/author-credit-plos-and-credit-update/

We strongly encourage each group of researchers to think about, discuss and decide 

on their various contributions during the course of manuscript preparation. 

The task of assigning contributions to individuals should be collegial, and the 

corresponding author should ensure that contributions are agreed on 

amongst authors before submission, in the same way that the ordering of authors 

should be agreed on before submission. 

The CRediT taxonomy offers a framework for discussion to reach this agreement.
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It’s worth repeating—before submission, decide and get agreement on:

• Who will be included in the author list

• What contributions each author has made

• In what order the authors will appear

And if there are contributors whose input does not rise to the level of authorship, 

ensure that proper acknowledgements are included. 

Every person named – authors and those acknowledged – must be aware of and 

agree to their inclusion. 

When preparing your next manuscript, take some time to discuss author contributions 

using CRediT as a common language.
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